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LEISURE

Thursday, November 23, 2017

Music for Christmas

Enjoy an evening of festive 
choral music in St Albans this 
weekend with Voix de Vivre. 

Start your musical Christmas 
early at St Saviour’s Church 
on Saturday, November 25 at 
7.30pm with St Albans-based 
chamber choir Voix de Vivre 
as they present an evening of  
French and English music 
with an individual twist.

The programme features the 
Messe de Minuit and the rarely 
performed Double Choir Mass 
of  leading 17th century 
French baroque composer 
Marc-Antoine Charpentier.  

Adding extra seasonal spice 
are motets by Francis Poulenc, 
the most quirky of  French 
modernists, and the 
aristocratic composer Déodat 
de Séverac.

The English half  of  the 
programme includes pieces by 
Peter Warlock and Benjamin 
Britten’s masterpiece A Hymn 
to the Virgin. 

The programme is 
completed by Gerald Finzi’s In 
Terra Pax, Op 39.

Tickets are £15 full, £13 
concessions, £5 students and 
unwaged. 

They are available from 
voixdevivre.ticketsource.co.uk

Gig guide

The Bruvvers are back at The 
Farmer’s Boy in St Albans 
tonight (Thursday, November 
23).

The band are fronted by Pete 
Oakman on guitar and vocals.

Pete was one of  the original 
members of  The Bruvvers, 
who were the backing band to 
Joe Brown.  

Pete’s son, Steve Oakman, 
who usually plays with Faith 
Stealers, is on keyboards.

On Sunday, The 60’s Allstars 
will be playing the London 
Road pub. As the name 
suggests, the band members 
were all stars in the Sixties. 

The group includes Alan 
Lovell on vocals/guitar. 

He was one of  the original 
members of  the Swinging 
Blue Jeans. Mick Avory, from 
The Kinks, is on drums.

Next Thursday (November 
30), The Natalies take to the 
stage at The Farmer’s Boy.
� Covers band Six Go Mad 
will be playing The Horn in St 
Albans on Friday night.

Entry is free and the band 
are due on stage at 10.30pm.

Guns N’ Roses tribute band 
Guns 2 Roses will be rocking 
The Horn on Saturday night. 

Tickets cost £10 in advance.

eventbites

Folk musician Eliza Carthy and The Wayward Band can be seen at The Alban Arena in St Albans.

An acclaimed English folk 
musician brings her latest 
tour to St Albans next 
week.

Eliza Carthy and The 
Wayward Band will be 
performing live at The 
Alban Arena on Thursday, 
November 30 at 8pm.

Eliza and her band 
released latest album Big 
Machine to critical acclaim 
in February. 

The record is 

undoubtedly one of  Eliza’s 
most adventurous and 
accomplished works to 
date. The group’s live show 
features a who’s who of  
names in the folk world 
and is equally as 
impressive, ambitious and 
exhilarating.

First assembled in 2013 
by English traditional folk 
powerhouse Eliza to 
explore and celebrate her 
long and varied career in 
folk music, The Wayward 

Band loved playing 
together so much it 
seemed natural and 
inevitable that this 
12-piece would set about 
recording an album. 

They did just that last 
year and Big Machine, 
produced by Jim 
Sutherland, was the result.

You can hear tracks 
from it live at the Arena 
next Thursday.

Tickets for the concert 
cost £20.

Folk singer’s Arena show

Wonderful concert 
by the Bach Choir
John Manning reviews the St 
Albans Bach Choir’s concert at 
St Albans Cathedral on 
Saturday.

It is so rare to hear a live 
performance of  Richard 
Strauss’s wonderfully moving 
Four Last Songs that such an 
event would make a visit to a 
concert where they were 
included well worthwhile.

But when the programme 
also included Brahms’ German 
Requiem it becomes almost 
irresistible.

That was the programme 
presented by the St Albans 
Bach Choir at the city’s 
cathedral on Saturday, when 
they were joined by the Royal 
Philharmonic Concert 
Orchestra and soloists soprano 
Elizabeth Atherton and 
baritone Edward Grint.

Composed in the last year of  
his life, Strauss’s Four Last 
Songs were never performed in 
his lifetime, but since their 
premiere in London in 1950 
have become much loved.

Elizabeth Atherton’s 
performance on Saturday left 
an audience begging for more, 

but alas there was no more to 
sing. 

The emotionally charged 
words of  poets Joseph von 
Eichendorff  and Herman Hess 
leave nothing more to say and 
Elizabeth’s performance was a 
delight.

She performed the four songs 
with great clarity and just the 
right amount of  emotion and 
her higher register was 
outstanding.

The horn solo at the end of  
the second song, September, 

was outstanding, as was the 
later violin solo.

If  I have a criticism it was 
about the balance between the 
orchestra and the soloist. 

I feel the orchestra was, on 
occasions, a little too loud and 
masked Elizabeth’s fine voice.

Brahms’ German Requiem is 
one of  those works that can be 
very dreary, but not in the 
hands of  the St Albans Bach 
Choir and their musical 
director Andrew Lucas. 

Their performance left little 
to be desired. 

The choir’s diction is 
outstanding, and their singing 
is precise.

Andrew Lucas has long 
demonstrated his outstanding 
skills as a choir trainer and  
the performance on Saturday 
was yet another example of   
the high level of  excellence he 
and the choir members 
achieve.

Both Elizabeth Atherton and 
baritone Edward Grint added 
greatly to the overall success 
of  the evening and the 
orchestra worked extremely 
well with the larger forces of  
the choir.

Musical director Andrew Lucas.


